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Mar.30-Good Friday: Graettinger 12:00 pm; E-burg 5:00 pm
Mar. 31- Holy Saturday: Emmetsburg 7:30 pm
Apr. 1- Easter Sunday: Graettinger 8:30am
Emmetsburg 10:30am
Apr. 7-Emmetsburg-Auction Fest Mass 4:30 pm
Apr. 13-14-Emmetsburg-CD of A Garage Sale
Apr. 15- Graettinger-Loaf of Bread Mass 8:30 am
Apr. 18- Emmetsburg-Confirmation Practice 6:30 pm
Apr. 22- Emmetsburg-Confirmation 10:30 am
Apr. 26-Graettinger-First Communion Practice 5 pm
Apr. 29- Graettinger-First Communion 8:30 am
Arp. 29-Emmetsburg-Loaf of Bread Mass 10:30 am
May 2- E-burg-First Communion Practice 6:30 pm
May 6- Emmetsburg-First Communion 10:30 am
May 13- Emmetsburg-Senior Breakfast 9:30 am
May 20- Emmetsburg Graduation
May 24- Emmetsburg-ECS 8th grade Graduation
May 25- Emmetsburg -Last Day of School
May 26- New Mass times on Saturday night:
Emmetsburg 4:30 pm Ruthven 6:30 pm
May 28-Memorial Mass St. John’s Cemetery 8:00 am

Phone: 712-852-3187 • E-mail: ccurrans@e-irish.org
2003 Broadway Street • Box 322 • Emmetsburg, IA 50536
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Feb. 13- Graettinger-Ash Wed. Mass 6:00 pm
Feb. 14- Emmetsburg-Ash Wed. Mass 8:15am & 6:30 pm
Feb. 18- Baby Bottle Campaign begins
Mar. 4- Emmetsburg-Preschool & Kindergarten Roundup
Event @ Parish Center Registration at 3:45 pm
Mar. 9- Emmetsburg-4 Yr. Old Preschool & Kindergarten
Roundup 9:00 am– 11:00 am
Mar. 11- Emmetsburg-Confirmation Retreat 10:00 am
Mar. 16- Emmetsburg-School Reconciliation 2:00 pm
Mar. 17- Women’s Conference in Carroll, IA
Mar. 17- Emmetsburg-St. Patrick’s Day Parade 1:30 pm
Mar. 18- Reconciliation: Emmetsburg 2:30 pm
Estherville 4:00 pm
Mar. 21- Eburg-Reconciliation-Religious Ed 6:30 pm
Mar. 24- Emmetsburg-Marriage Prep 9 am-7 pm
Mar. 25- Baby Bottle Campaign Ends
Mar. 28- Holy Thursday Practice for CC of PA in
Emmetsburg 6:30 pm
Mar. 28-Apr. 2- Emmetsburg-No School
Mar.29-Holy Thursday Emmetsburg 6:45 pm

«AddressBlock»
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Newsletter

Fr. Clem’s Column
A police officer pulls over a
motorist. “Sir, I need you to
breathe into this breathalyzer for
me.”
But the driver says, “I can’t
do that, Officer. I’m an asthmatic
and if I do that I’ll have an
asthma attack.”
“Okay,” says the policeman.
“Then I’ll need you to come
down to the station so that we
can have some blood work
done—just to make sure.”
“I’m afraid I can’t do that
either. I’m a hemophiliac, and if
I do that I might bleed to death.”
The patient but weary officer
says, “Okay, fine. Then you’ll
have to give me a urine sample.”
“I can’t do that either,
Officer. I’m sorry, but I’m a
diabetic and if I do that my sugar
level will get really, really low.”
“All right then, why don’t
you get out of the car and walk
this line for me,” the officer says.
“I’m afraid I can’t do that
either, officer,”

“Why not?”
“Because I’m drunk.”
I like that story. The officer’s
questions eventually force the
inebriated driver to own up to the
reality of his situation. Lent
confronts us with the same kind
of questions. In the austerity of
Lent, the justifications and
rationalizations we have devised
to insulate us from the unhappy,
discomforting dimensions of our
lives fall aside. We must face
who we are, what we believe,
and how we are living our lives.
A chasm that often exists
between the lives we want and
the lives we are actually
struggling through. I invite you
to join Jesus in the Lenten
wilderness to confront the
choices we make, the values that
guide our lives, the reasons for
our despair, our disappointments,
and our fears. May God grant us
His grace and wisdom to
confront, with honesty and
Continued on pg. 3
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MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday
Emmetsburg
5:00 pm
Sunday
Graettinger
8:30 am
Emmetsburg
10:30 am
Tuesday & Thursday
Graettinger
8:00 am
Wednesday
Emmetsburg
7:30 am
Friday
ECS School Mass 1:00 pm

Newsletter
Knots
Editor-in-Chief:
Father Clem Currans
ccurrans@e-irish.org
Office Assistant:
Sheree Eischen
hfp@e-irish.org
Tami Treiber
hfp@e-irish.org
Writers-Collaborators:
Anne Marie Nelson
danelson@ncn.net

FROM THE OFFICE RECORDS

Celebration of
Baptism
Sawyer Michael Theesfeld

Brielle Joynt Stockwell
Brant Dean Stockwell
Graettinger
Gwenndolynn Rose
Graettinger
Adeline Grace Louise
Olesen

Extending Our Deepest
Sympathy
Emmetsburg
Jeffery Davis
William Doerning
Rev. Fr. Robert Brown
MaryAnn Needham

DeeAnn Schmitz
emmetsburg4@yahoo.com

If you have any
information of interest
to place in the
CC of PA Newsletter,
please contact
Father Currans
or any of the
writer-collaborators.

Celebration of
Marriage
Tyler Bjustrom &
Whitney Kibbie

I will not cause pain without allowing
something new to be born, says the Lord.
~ISAIAH 66 9
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Graettinger
Harriet Duhn
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Tuition Assistance Available to All
Emmetsburg Catholic School has many
opportunities available to meet the needs of all
who would like to attend our Catholic school.
Below are listed the ways that you can get help
paying tuition, how to access them, and the
deadlines. We encourage all families to fill out
the TADS because the income eligibility
guidelines are up to 3x the federal poverty
level.
TADS (Monsignor Lafferty Tuition Fund) –
5 year-olds through 8th grade.
 Deadlines: APR. 1, 2018–for current
families.
 Second Round: NEW STUDENTS ONLY
– September 15, 2018
 How: Fill out online form called TADS;
www.mytads.com
 Needed to do: Federal Income Tax front
page, W-2s, other documentation that
proves income & debt., please read
carefully when you start.
 Fee: $23.00 (let know Jean know if you
need help the fee.
 Help Night: Thurs., March 1 from 6-9 pm
at the school library. Come to the school
with your information and we will help you
fill it out and get it all done.
 Contact: Jean Hyslop—852-3464
 TADS: 1-800-477-8237 – M-F 6 am to
9 pm, Sat.-Sun. – 8 am to 8 pm.
Bishop’s Education Fund:
Deadlines: Same as the TADS
How: The same as the TADS
Requirements: Must be a practicing Catholic
and member of a parish.
HOPE Scrip Program:
3 year-old through 8th grade.
When: From the time your child is born.

Family & friends can name your family to
receive their credit. ALL year long.
How does it work: You purchase gift cards from
the school and receive a credit on your tuition
account or future account. The vendor sells the
school the cards at a discount, and we pass 75%
of the discount onto the families or their
designated family that have purchased the cards.
 What do I need to do: Pick up a form in the
back of the church or from the school or
 enroll online at www.shopwithscrip.com
(code: 5774F91C1L5L). Put the form in the
collection or drop off at the parish office
or school. We will call you when your
order is completed.
 Contact: Mary Brennan for more
information – mpbrennan@e-irish.org
Local Tuition Assistance: Contact Jean Hyslop
at 852-3464- jhyslop@e-irish.org or Fr. Clem
Currans at 852-3187.
3 year-old Preschool Tuition Assistance: Is
available during the summer, we send out the
applications when we receive them. Contact
Karen Wuebker with questions.
We also accept donations from anyone in the
name of a specific family or to an anonymous
family. No one is turned away from
Emmetsburg Catholic School for the inability to
pay.

Just A Heads Up – Monsignor
Lafferty Tuition Tax Credits
Monsignor Lafferty Tuition Tax Credit forms
are available. It’s not too early to start
planning for the 2018 tax year. If you are
looking for a tax credit, contact Jean Hyslop
or Mary Brennan we can accept donations
now.
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Fr. Clem’s Column (Continued)

Book Study

St. Mary’s Mallard
The Closing Mass for St. Mary’s will be on
June 10, 2018. There will be a meal to follow
in the parish center. A special invitation to
former parishioners is being extended.
Also, Rosary for the Sanctity of Life, from
conception to death, will be said at 6:00 pm at
St. Mary’s Mallard, every Tuesday during Lent.
It will start on February 20th and go until
March 20th. Please join us in this very
important prayer issue.

The Catholic Community of Palo Alto has a
book study group that meets on Mondays from
9 am to 10 am at Holy Family Parish Center. We
welcome members from Ayrshire, Emmetsburg,
Graettinger, Mallard, and Ruthven. In January
2018 we have been discussing Matthew Kelly's
book, Perfectly Yourself. We hope to finish our
discussion of this book on February 12th. On
February 19th we plan to begin discussing Edith
Stein: The Life and Legacy of St. Teresa Benedicta
of the Cross authored by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda.
This will be a 5-week study. We pray together and
discuss points of interest to members of the group.
It is not necessary for you to be available to attend
every week to participate. Please consider joining
our study group. If you have questions about the
group or to order a book, please contact the parish
office at 712-852-3187 or Diane Smith at
712-358-0273.

.

Auction Fest-Renee Chism
Final plans are coming together for Auction
Fest 2018, which takes place on April 7, 2018.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of this great
event! We hope it turns out to be a night of fun
with lots of money that can again be raised for
Emmetsburg Catholic School. The theme this
year is: "Disco at Club 30."
The menu has been decided on and
decorations are being ordered. We will be
holding a “Stock the Bar” night this year at the
home of Jeff and Erin Schany on Saturday, February 24th. This is another way to help get us
ready for the big night.
One more way to help is to donate an item for
the auction. If you have not yet been contacted,
but wish to contribute something, you can contact
the school or any board member.
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Remember, your donation is tax deductible!
This years big raffle grand prize is a Hustler
mower. Cash prizes include: 1-$500 prize, and
2- $250 prizes. Donations toward the prizes
include: Woodford Equipment, Pat and Tina Joyce,
and Ron Riha.
Be watching the mail for your invitation! If you
would like to be added to the invite list, you can
call the school or contact a board member, and we
will be sure to put you on the mailing list. Thank
you for your continued support of ECS.
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resolve, whatever obstacles block or derail our
journey to God. If we do so, we will rise from our
own tombs with the Lord Jesus, and then have fifty
more days to form our new habits.
We will also offer the traditional extra
opportunities for more prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving. There will be more weekday Masses in
the evenings during Lent. Stations of the Cross will
be offered at least once a week. Opportunities for
Reconciliation, giving to special collections and
Cherish House will also be available.
There will be an opportunity to read and discuss
the book, Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly.
Is this the moment to increase your family prayer
time?
I hope you have a great Lent.

Knights of Columbus Graettinger Tim Carlin

Graettinger Immaculate Conception Knights of
Columbus meet every 2nd Tuesday evening at 7:00
in the parish center. We typically have our business
meeting and follow-up with member supplied
supper.
In November we have a membership drive with
a Mass and the KC’s participate in the service. The
Knights also sponsor Tootsie Roll drive at a Mass
for PID (Person with Intellectual Disabilities).
In December the Knights have a PID breakfast
after Mass. This money as well as the Tootsie Roll
drive money is donated to Horizons Unlimited.
Also, in December the IC KC’s have their Server
Appreciation Event. This year we showed the
movie The Shack. Afterwards pizza and pop were
served.
Cemetery Board - Jim Stillman
In addition to PID the KC’s also donated 127
coats to Coats for Kids. The coats went to area
The PACGDC has invited the St. John’s
schools and Upper Des Moines Opportunity Inc.
Cemetery Board to the awards ceremony on March
Outreach Offices. As KC’s we also support the
3rd. We are hoping to receive a full grant to extend
seminarians and local families in need.
the walk/bike path and a mini grant to restore and
In the spring the KC’s do a breakfast for the
replace foundations and monuments.
First Communion students and their families.
Plans are being put together to map out the new
We are always looking for new members to join
section of the cemetery. When the map is finished it
our charter.
will be announced in the bulletin.
A few of the evergreen trees that were planted
last year will need to be replaced. We will know
more this spring.
Minutes for 2007 were reviewed for the
requirements of utilizing cremains urns. The minutes
stated the urns must be made from material that is
non-perishable or the urn must be in an urn vault.
As in previous years Father will have Mass at St.
John’s Cemetery on Memorial Day. He will also
schedule Mass to be held in Ruthven and Ayrshire at
the Calvary Cemeteries.
If you have concerns regarding these cemeteries,
please contact Jim Stillman, Jim Kibbie, Zeline
Gappa, Ron Rouse, or Marty Geelan.
LENTEN NEWSLETTER VOLUME 12 ISSUE 1
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From the Principal’s Desk
Jean Hyslop
I am writing this newsletter as we begin
celebrating Catholic School’s Week. We opened
the week with Sunday’s Mass. Several 8th
graders shared reflections on their experiences at
Emmetsburg Catholic School. It was a powerful
message about their school. They noted there is
excellence in everything. But the big message is
that we are a family. We are there for each other
no matter what. We hope that others hear this
message when they are trying to make a decision
about attending Emmetsburg Catholic School.
After Mass the 3rd annual Harry’s Omelet
Breakfast was served.
Auction Fest paid for the students to go
bowling at the beginning of the week - the
students were excited. The talent show was a hit
on Wednesday. Thursday was the soup luncheon.
Friday the day opened with a prayer service
planned by the student council followed by
working on quilt squares and crafts and the
Chamber Coffee. We finished the day with our
annual kids’ carnival. The proceeds from the
carnival are given to a family in need. The
student council selected the Jon and Lana
Williams family and Ibby Hart-Russel (sister to
Peter Hart).
Ash Wednesday starts Lent. We will still be
very busy during Lent. The 7th & 8th graders are
preparing for Confirmation, the 2nd graders are
preparing for First Communion, and the
marketing committee is preparing for the
Preschool/Kindergarten Round-Up Event. This
event is an opportunity for families to hear about
Emmetsburg Catholic School and to ask
questions. We are so excited to showcase our
school.
Emmetsburg Catholic School is foremost
about FAITH, and everything connected to that is
what makes us distinctive in our purpose. We
worship together, serve others, spread the
message, and build community.
Page 4

Immaculate Conception Financials

Cartoon by Dave Carpenter
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10/1/17 to 12/31/17
AYRSHIRE AND RUTHVEN FINANCIALS
AYRSHIRE INCOME
AYRSHIRE EXPENSES
Adult Giving
$ 3,242.00
Utilities & telephone
$288.44
Contributions
39.46
Maint. & Repairs
914.50
Farm Income
21,051.25
Post-Prom Donation
100.00
TOTAL INCOME $24,332.71
Altar/Rosary Fareway
24.56
Christmas Gifts
50.00
TOTAL EXPENSES
$1,377.50
RUTHVEN INCOME
RUTHVEN EXPENSES
Adult Giving
$6,265.00
Utilities & telephone
$1,591.29
Energy Needs
100.00
Maint. & Repairs
215.81
Children Giving
8.00
Liturgy/Organist
2,170.40
Nordley Trust
1,520.31
Post-Prom Donation
100.00
Flowers
80.00
Christmas Gifts
825.00
TOTAL INCOME $7,973.31
TOTAL EXPENSES $4,902.50
Paul was considered a hostile persecutor of
Christians until his amazing conversion in
Damascus where he claimed he saw the "risen
The ICC Bible Study Group began studying the
Lord" and was moved to preach to Gentiles. What
bible in the Spring of 2017, taking a break through
a huge "conversion" and great faith Paul had. How
the summer and fall.
do you go from persecuting Christians because of
We met weekly on Tuesday nights at the ICC
their blasphemous belief in Jesus as the Messiah to
Parish Center. This Spring 2018, we are utilizing a
believing in Jesus Christ? Paul's story is such a
bible study program, “To Live Is Christ” by author,
remarkable one and his ministry on what a faithful
Beth Moore. This program concentrates on Paul’s
Christian should look like provides us with great
ministry.
guidance.
I chose the study of Paul because of his history
We will be meeting weekly beginning in March
as well as his struggle becoming a Christian. At
in my home. The book I use and a good bible study
first, as a Hellenistic and Apocalyptic Jew, Paul
book to consider is called “The Catholic Study
was threatened by the new Christian "movement".
Bible” by Donald Senior and John Collins. It is
Hellenistic meant that he believed in and practiced
available on Amazon with a cost of $26-$40
a form of Judaism in the ancient world that
depending on used or new.
combined Jewish religious tradition with elements
If you are interested in joining us, please email
of Greek culture. Apocalyptic meant that he
me at hskattebo@yahoo.com.
believed the "Messiah" was coming and, at that
“Where two or three are gathered in my name,
time, saw that the world was coming to end, yet he
there am I in their midst.” Matthew 18:20.
didn't believe that Jesus was the "Christ"; the
"Messiah". Most Jews of that time believed this
way as they were looking for another type of
Messiah. They felt very threatened by Christians
and would persecute them because of their
"blasphemy".

ICC Bible Study Group
Heidi Skattebo
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Opportunities of Lent 2018
-Take-home materials for adults and children will
be at the church entrances, including The Word
Among Us.
-Food pantry collection containers will be out for
Upper Des Moines, and Families Helping
Families.
-Cherish House in Milford: Baby bottles will be
available to throw your loose change into.
-Operation Rice Bowl containers will be
available in Graettinger to support Catholic
Relief.
-Weekday Mass opportunities:
 Mass every day, but times will vary.
 Graettinger Mass is on Tuesdays at
6 pm followed by Stations of Cross.
 Emmetsburg Mass will be at 1:00 pm on
Fridays: unless stated differently in bulletin
-Adoration and Benediction:
 Emmetsburg on the First Friday. Mass at
7:30 am. Stations at noon followed by
Benediction at 12:20 pm.
-Stations of the Cross
 Graettinger Stations on Tuesdays after 6 pm
Mass (led by a couple of volunteers.)
 Emmetsburg Stations Wednesdays at 6:30
pm and also Fridays at noon.
 Ruthven on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
(led by youth)
 Graettinger Religious Education
To be announced
-Book Discussion Perfectly Yourself
 9:00-10:00 am on Mondays Emmetsburg
Parish Center
 If interested Wednesday evenings
Emmetsburg Parish Center
(time to be determined)

Almsgiving:
-Cherish House and Operation Rice Bowl, food
pantries, and special collections all during Lent.
–Ash Wednesday: Aid to Worldwide Churches
-Home Missions
-Catholic Relief Services
-Holy Thursday: collection of Cherish House
baby bottles; special collection for needy of the
parishes
-Good Friday: Holy Land
-Easter: For Retired and Infirm Priests.
Fasting and Abstinence:
Catholics between the ages of 18-59 must fast
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Fasting
means only one full meal is eaten. Two lighter
meals are permitted. Ash Wednesday and all
Fridays of Lent are observed as days of
abstinence from meat. For Catholics age 14 and
over, no meat is to be eaten.
Lenten Fish Fries will be happening at the
VFW in Emmetsburg on Fridays.
Fasting is Good for the Soul: try a little extra.
“The Passion” Readers’ Theatre
A readers’ theater version of “The Passion” will
be held on Friday, March 30, 2018, at the 5 pm
service at Holy Family Parish. Here is an
opportunity for anyone from the Catholic
Community of Palo Alto to be involved. Please
contact Jackie VanOosbree at 712-480-3766 to
volunteer.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Jennifer Petersen will become a full
member of the Catholic Church by profession of
faith, receiving Confirmation and First
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. She has studied,
prayed, discussed with us on Thursdays, and is
ready to join. Be there to support and welcome
her.
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Music Ministries - Emmetsburg
Myrna Heddinger
The Lenten season will soon be here with
Ash Wednesday, on February14th (Valentine’s
Day).
Due to the solemnity of the season, an
opening hymn will not be used and only soft
music will be played during that time.
We will be singing the Chant Mass from
Ash Wednesday until Holy Thursday. Once you
hear it played, you will recognize it and be able to
join in with the cantor or cantors. The phrase
"Praise to You" will be sung in place of the
Alleluia at the Gospel time.
We are having a little luck getting the young
people of the parishes to sing at the student
Masses that are usually one Sunday a month. We
welcome young people of the parish cluster for
this day. The school still has their Mass on
Fridays. This is a way to start them at a young
age to give of their talent and hopefully to keep
them involved in the future.
Have a good Lent in preparation of the Easter
Season.
Remember to keep a song in your heart and a
prayer on your lips.
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Pro-Life - Emmetsburg
Jeff & Laura Swift

Holy Family - Emmetsburg Financials

This year, January 22nd marked the 45
Anniversary of Roe Vs. Wade; the legalization of
abortion. The National Right to Life organization
estimates that 59 million children have been aborted since 1973. Ironically Norma McCorvey aka
Jane Roe and Dr. Bernard Nathanson (a very vocal
advocate of abortion) both later became pro-life
and also converted to Catholicism.
Every year there is a March for Life at the
nation’s capital to give those children who have
been aborted a voice. This is also a time to comfort
the women who made the decision to abort, who
are grieving for their lost children. This year over
650,000 people attended. There are life marches all
over the United States with the closest to us this
year being in St. Paul, Minnesota, and Lincoln,
Nebraska. Next year we will plan for some of us to
make the journey to share in one of these peaceful,
prayerful, and heart -changing marches.
The next 40 Days for Life starts on February
14th which also fittingly is the start of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, and Valentine’s Day. As John 3:30
states, “He must increase; I must decrease.” What a
great time to let God’s grace fill our hearts so we
may help peacefully convert hearts to campaign for
life. What a great time for us to take more time in
prayer for the respect for all life and have it show
in our words and deeds. Like the words of Saint
Anthony of Padua, “Actions speak louder than
words; let your words teach and your actions
speak.” Valentine’s Day also is celebrated as a day
of love and where there is love there is life. God
showed His ultimate love of sacrificing His son so
we might have eternal life. So let us praise Him by
defending His precious gift of life at any stage. For
the 40 Days for Life we will have a pro-life rosary
on Wednesday nights in the church at 6:00 pm
starting February 14th through March 25th.
Continued on pg. 7
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Financial Report
Catholic Community of Palo Alto County - Profit and Loss Statement

th

12/31/2017
Income

Weekly Collections
Neighboring Parish Assessment
Tuition & Fees/RED
DDA from Diocese

Actual Parish Actual School 2017-18 Budget

Total

Parish

School

$114,507.65
$6,532.44
$82,149.97
$4,498.00

$114,507.65
$6,532.44
$205.00
$4,498.00

Unrealized Gains/Loss-invest

$57,860.24

$36,453.25

$21,406.99

$30,277.55

$8,600.04

Contributions & Donations
Other Parish Income
School Assessments - HFP
Auction Fest Support

$41,963.50
$2,770.00
$71,749.98
$12,910.27

$1,415.00
$2,770.00

$40,548.50

$16,887.30
$13,689.50

$23,000.04

School Support & Fundraising
Ordinary Total
Estates & Bequests
Farm Income
Total Income

$379,396.76
$27,000.00
$81,944.97
$6,069.94
$9,085.00

2017-18 Budget

$167,500.08

$71,749.98
$12,910.27

$348,044.28
$120,000.00

$82,813.82

$82,813.82

$10,700.04

$477,755.87
$0.00
$0.00
$477,755.87

$166,381.34 $311,374.53

$166,381.34 $311,374.53 $482,406.05

$33,499.92
$711,344.40

Expense

Salary, Wages & Benefits
Telephone Expense
Altar & Church Supplies
Administrative Expenses

$184,297.52
$2,198.43
$726.45
$7,824.07

Education & Ministry Exp

$2,117.11

$2,117.11

Utilities
Building & Grounds Main.
Property & Liability Insur.

$6,974.87
$3,422.88
$4,590.00

$2,198.47
$270.38
$4,590.00

$71,749.98

$71,749.98

$4,479.00
$7,997.06
$1,716.40
$98,608.67
$396,702.44

$4,479.00

School Assessments
Diocesan Support
Instruction Expenses
Curriculum & Staff Dev.
Savings & Other Expenses
Ordinary Total
Net Income of Ordinary
Major Repairs
Farm Expense
Total Expense
Ending Balance

$0.00
$0.00
$396,702.44
$81,053.43

$27,395.68 $156,901.84 $116,694.22
$1,292.44
$905.99
$3,516.72
$726.45
$6,643.47
$4,820.30
$3,003.77 $14,635.26

$647,352.72
$3,600.00
$13,800.96

$5,609.56
$4,776.40
$3,152.50

$8,597.36
$8,050.86
$8,230.01
$291,154.95

$10,106.00
$7,997.06
$1,716.40
$1,640.32 $96,968.35
$7,611.69
$121,280.13 $275,422.31 $480,850.10
$35,952.22

$121,280.13 $275,422.31 $480,850.10
$45,101.21 $35,952.22
$1,555.95
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$20,499.96
$23,500.08
$6,295.92

$28,808.61
$4,590.00
$748,448.25
$15,000.00
$6,120.00
$769,568.25
-$58,223.85
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Pastoral Council News
The season of Lent will soon be upon
us. Fasting, prayer, and almsgiving are the
traditional activities of Lent. The
Graettinger CDA organization and the
Emmetsburg worship site will collect
money for Cherish House, a home for
young women with an unplanned
pregnancy. Consider picking up a Cherish
House baby bottle in the back of church
and donating money as an almsgiving
practice this Lent. The Graettinger worship
site will have Rice Bowls to practice
almsgiving at their location.
Our pastoral community handed out the
book Perfectly Yourself at Christmas.
Please pick up a copy if you do not have
one. Author Matthew Kelly writes in an
easy-to-read style and his book has
wonderful hints for self-improvement for
people of all ages. His book has
suggestions for families to help develop
virtue. The book also contains suggestions
for high school aged young adults that are
helpful as they consider what career path to
pursue. Perhaps your family would like to
read and discuss this book as a Lenten
practice. Or maybe you would like to join a
study group to discuss it. Please call the
parish office (712-852-3187) if you are
interested in participating in an evening
book study on Perfectly Yourself.
A change in Mass schedule will take
place this summer with Ruthven Sacred
Heart Saturday Mass tentatively scheduled
for 6:30 pm beginning May 26th. Ruthven
will have a Saturday evening Mass as long
as Father Currans is here. Ruthven worship
site will celebrate the sacrament of First
Communion in June 2, 2018.
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St. Mary's of Mallard will be joining the
Catholic Community of Palo Alto this summer. We
look forward to hearing the Word of God, being
nourished by the Eucharist, and growing in faith
together.

Finance Committee
As we blend our parish families, the Finance
Committee is addressing some large concerns.
The church building in Ayrshire (sell, re-purpose,
or remove), Ruthven rectory (currently for sale),
current rectory in Emmetsburg (renovate or
remove, purchase something else, build new
structure), continue to address accessibility to the
Emmetsburg church for the elderly and
handicapped, current farm and financial
investments. Between Ayrshire, Ruthven,
Graettinger, and Emmetsburg, we are responsible
for a school, four church structures, three rectories,
and four cemeteries.
In July 2018 we will add the Mallard church and
cemetery to our family. The school personnel are
working on the 2018-19 school year's budget. Our
enrollment continues to be steady, but we certainly
encourage members of our Catholic family to
consider the value of a Catholic education for their
children and grandchildren. We are thankful to the
Mgr. Lafferty Fund, Auction Fest, Bishops Tuition
Fund, and those who participate in the SCRIP
program that allow monies raised to assist families
with tuition costs.
The changes we have seen in the last year are
still allowing parishioners to settle into their new
choices for worship. We encourage everyone to
remember our financial obligations. We appreciate
your thoughtful and prayerful contributions to
maintain our many buildings and programs.

C A T H OL I C C OM M U NI T I E S O F P A L O A L T O

Pro-Life (Continued)
If anyone is interested in being on the
pro-life committee, we would love to have
you. Just e-mail lauraswift@iowatelecom.net
or call 712-298-6011.
We meet occasionally to pray and come up
with Pro-life ideas and activities.
Many Blessings,
Jeff and Laura Swift & pro-life committee

Cherish House
Holy Family will again support the Cherish
House with the Baby Bottle Campaign during
Lent. The campaign begins on the weekend of
February 18th and ends on Palm Sunday,
March 25th.
Cherish House is a “home away from
home” located in Northwest Iowa where
pregnant young women can deal with the past
as well as prepare for the future. It’s a place
where girls experiencing the challenges of
unplanned pregnancy live together as a family
with a full-time house parent who cares deeply
about the development of each young woman
as they progress through their
pregnancy and beyond. Each woman has the
opportunity to make a fully informed decision
on whether to parent their child or place it for
adoption.
The goal at Cherish House is to help each
girl develop into her God-given potential by
developing emotionally, physically, and
spiritually into strong young women ready to
face the new reality of their life with
confidence.
Thank you for your continued support.
YOU CAN HELP MAKE A POSITIVE
DIFFERENCE….

Religious Education
Immaculate Conception
Jill Mielke
This past fall and winter has been very busy
for our students. The Confirmation students
attended their first retreat; the second graders
attended First Reconciliation stations and made
their First Confession in December. The
elementary students prepared and put on their
Christmas program for their families and parish
family in December, as well. It is always great
to share this event with all and attendance was
great as usual. Thanks to all that donated
cookies or bars for the event.
The Middle school and Confirmation students
went caroling around the neighborhood to spread
Christmas cheer to the community. The 10th,
11th, and 12th graders made up Christmas treat
trays and delivered them to residents around the
area. It is awesome to see our students spreading
joy to others in the community. They were all
treated to hot chocolate and cookies when they
returned.
This spring will continue to be busy for our
students as we begin with First Eucharist
learning stations on February 11th. The students
will make their First Communion on April 29,
2018, at the 8:30 am Mass. The Confirmation
students will continue preparing for
Confirmation with their retreat on March
11th with Confirmation to follow on April
22nd at the 10:30 am Mass at Holy Family in
Emmetsburg.
Thank you to all that have donated snacks to
the religious education program on Thursdays.
The students really appreciate the snack after
school before starting class.
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Religious Education - Emmetsburg
Jean Hyslop
We are approaching Lent with Ash
Wednesday on February 14, 2018. The students
will attend the 6:30 pm Mass during religious
education classes. The teachers will talk to your
child about receiving ashes and we would
encourage parents to do so, as well. Parents, you
are welcome to attend Mass with your child on
Wednesday night.
We are starting to train servers for Mass.
Right now we are working with 4th and 5th
graders. If your child is interested, let us know.
They usually end up serving once a month. We
are always in need of servers. It is a ministry to
become an altar server. We try to assign new
servers with those that have been serving a while
to help them and to ease their nervousness.
Upcoming Important Dates:
 February 11 – 1:00 pm 2nd Grade First
Communion Learning Centers at the
Emmetsburg Parish Center, All CC of PA
2nd Grade students and at least one parent or
adult must attend.
 March 11 – 10:00 am-2:00 pm at the
Emmetsburg Parish Center, Confirmation
Retreat for all CC of PA Confirmation
students and their sponsors. Mass is part of
the retreat.
 March 28 – 6:30 pm– First Communicant
practice for the Holy Thursday Mass
 March 29 – 6:45 pm– Holy Thursday Mass
(First Communion candidates will help with
the ministries)
The above dates are very important for our
students getting ready for their First Communion
and our Confirmation students. Please look ahead
and plan accordingly. If you have a conflict,
please let me know as soon as possible, especially
regarding Holy Thursday Mass.
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There is a lot of preplanning that goes into Holy
Thursday and the Confirmation Retreat. It is very
difficult to make up these days.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Emmetsburg - Bertha Mathis

Knights of Columbus
Emmetsburg - Jim Stillman

Senior Breakfast will sneak up on us. I need a
junior parent to take charge of this event. Just
contact the parish office. I have the information
available on what you need to do.
The Marie Shea Scholarship applications will
be coming out in February for those who
graduated from 8th grade at Emmetsburg Catholic
School. I will mail them to all of those seniors;
be on the lookout for them. Also any current
college students who graduated from
Emmetsburg Catholic School are eligible. Please
contact the parish office for an application.

This is an exciting time to come to Catholic
Daughters of America here at Holy Family
Parish. The meetings are held on the first
Tuesdays of each month, skipping the months
of January, July and August.
Coming up we have the nomination
committee form in April, election of officers in
May, and installation of officers in June. This
happens every two years. If you are called to
service for our Lord, serving as an officer in
CD of A, may be where He is calling you.
In April, we serve the “Bread Breakfast” for
the First Communicants, their families, and
their prayer partners. Let us all pray for those
taking their first Eucharist in May.
In May we sponsor the “Eighth Grade
Graduation Reception”. It is such a wonderful
event for CDA to be involved with our
Catholic School graduates. Let us all pray for
them as they move on into high school.
Other events are the Fish Fry in March,
leading Stations of the Cross on March 14th,
and our Garage Sale on April 13th and 14th.
All are welcome. Come to a meeting. See
and hear all the wonderful ways that CD of A
serves the Lord.
With Christ’s Love and Mother Mary’s
intercession, pray for us.

We had a successful free throw contest and
will be hosting the district contest. It will be at
Corrigan Hall in the gym in February. We will
also be helping one Friday evening at the VFW
fish fry. We are always looking for new members
to our council. We have had four young men join
the Knights in the past month. Our new members
of the Knights are: Justin Kibbie, Josh Kibbie,
Joel Kibbie, and Mason Hoffman.

Lent is a beautiful time to take stock of our
lives and look to what we can do to become
closer to God. God has given us this time to be
reflective and remember that He gave up His son
for us. Reflection is a process of evaluating what
we are currently doing, being honest with
ourselves, and working forward to make changes
in our lives for the better. What can you or your
family do during Lent to become closer to God?
Let us all take time to be reflective and prayerful
during Lent. Blessings, Jean
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